Here is yet another book on the proceedings of a conference -the Interdisciplinary Con ference held at the University of California, San Francisco, in 1971. As is so often the case in published proceedings there is no clear theme as there is in a planned book written by only one or two authors. Nor is it possible to accept the notion that proceed ings keep us up-to-date on current issues, since similar papers by the same authors are often published elsewhere in journals which are more critically edited by scientific peers. The contributors to this Symposium are indeed eminent. In the three major divisions of four papers each there are such names as Richard Green and Bruce S. McEwen on "Sexual Motivation", Seymour Kety and Larry Stein on "Mood and Psychoses", as well as Bernard W. Agranoff and Samuel H. Barondes on "Memory". Even though the relevance of the work of some of the inves tigators to the titles of the major sections could be questioned it is helpful that each group of contributions is followed by a criti cal summary from an independent authority.
The articles are written clearly and con cisely but the authors assume the reader to have some knowledge of the field. The print appears to be characteristic of the direct reproduction of typewritten manuscriptspresumably to minimize costs -but it is clear and easily read.
In the section on Sexual Motivation there are discussions on gonadal and steroid hor mones as they relate to behaviour, as well as on neuroendocrine aspects of atypical sexuality. In the overview presented at the end of this section, Seymour Levine notes that a conceptual change has occurred over time, so that where previously studies were directed to the manner in which the central nervous system controls hormones, there is now investigation on how hormones regulate the brain.
The second section on Mood and Psycho sis is more relevant and contains an excel lent review by Kety on the biogenic amines, and one by Stein on the etiology of schizo phrenia, allegedly due to 6-hydroxydopamine. Morris Lipton attempts to put these rather diverse presentations into some per spective.
There is an excellent, uninhibited critique by Professor David Krech, of the Depart ment of Psychology at Berkeley, on the three contributions to memory. He points out that studies of the memory function of labora tory animals which were so exciting only a few years ago have now become sterile. For those in clinical psychiatry it is interesting indeed to read how Krech chastises the experts ". . . to check out our rat-pigeongoldfish-mouse findings on people." His few comments are a fitting end to the book.
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